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tinental geologists had supposed, and that this conviction of
his had "been well founded he now proceeded to demonstrate
in this paper. By the evidence of good physical sections
and of fossils, he showed that instead of a meagre develop-
ment of the older Tertiary strata, there existed in the chain
of the Alps, and throughout the South of Europe, enormous
masses belonging to that geological series. The hard, greenish
sandstones and schists, which form such notable mountain-
ridges along the flanks of the Alps, he showed to be of
the same general geological age as soft clays and sands in
the north-west of France and the south-east of England.
Undoubtedly he availed himself to the full of the assistance
he had derived from the geological friends with whom he
had examined the ground, and without whose local know-
ledge indeed he would have been comparatively helpless.
But he as fully acknowledges the obligation. It was no
small merit to bring all the scattered observations of many
different students along the great line of the Alps into
relation with each other, and to make them lend their aid
in bringing out some essential features in the architecture
of these mountains.

The judgment formed of this essay in Alpine geology
by a very competent judge is flatteringly, but doubtless
truthfully, expressed in the following extract. Von Buch
had hitherto been in the habit of writing to Ms friend in
Prench. He now begins a letter in English, but after the
first paragraph (here reproduced), relapses into the former
language. His English, however, as the reader may judge,
was quite as good as his French, and, indeed, showed no
common mastery of a foreign language, expressing vigorouscotch lawyer and wit.ks. Nothing but ice could ever polish, striate, or trans-
